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“After all, isn’t it true that what most people really want is to continue living their lives, and
that they are willing and able (sometimes with a little guidance) to help make that happen?
ICRP Publication 111
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The Dialogue Meeting, on the rehabilitation of living conditions after the Fukushima accident,
was attended by sixty-one participants from the Fukushima Prefecture, national authorities,
representatives of the city of Date, local farmers and professionals, local and national media,
local NPOs and stakeholders, scientists from universities and national institutes,
representatives of Belarusian, Norwegian and French organisations with direct experience in
managing long-term consequences of the Chernobyl accident, representatives of the
International Commission on Radiological Protection, and representatives of the Committee
on Radiation Protection and Public Health of the OECD Nuclear Energy Agency. Also
present were interested citizens of Date and nearby areas bringing the number of attendees to
just over one hundred.
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The following key points summarise the sessions held over two days, and the conclusions of
the Dialogue Meeting:
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1. The City of Date continues its decontamination program with the help of many volunteers.
Local authorities have put in place their own processes and facilities to foster rehabilitation.
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2. Not-for profit organisations (NPOs) play an important role, different from and complementary
to the role of authorities, in helping communities build capacity to take effective Self-Help
Protection actions. Education and the transmission of knowledge and experience such as that
from Belarus and Norway are key in developing such actions. Social media and networks (e.g.
Twitter) are powerful instruments to strengthen the outreach of relevant initiatives.
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3. The situation of producers in Date is a central issue of rehabilitation. There is a strong
willingness among farmers to maintain their activities and culture, with a clear understanding
of the expectations of producing safe products accepted all over the country. Participants of
the Dialogue Meeting shared the ICRP statement that: ““Maintaining long-term restrictions on
the production and consumption of foodstuffs may affect the sustainable development of the
contaminated areas, and therefore call for appropriate implementation of the optimisation
principle. Reconciling the interests of local farmers, producers, and the local population with
those of consumers and the food distribution sector from outside the contaminated territory
has to be considered carefully.” (ICRP Publication 111). This is particularly important for the
setting of criteria for foodstuff and establishing approaches for managing the quality of food
products. In this perspective there are important lessons to be learned from the experience in
Belarus and Norway on improving the quality of food products.
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4. The community welcomes the opening of the Decontamination Information Plaza in
Fukushima Prefecture, a key tool to facilitate exchange of information, access to knowledge
and know how and also to foster Self-Help Protection among the population.
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5. The participants emphasized the human dimension of the situation, the particular importance
of preserving the dignity of the population living in the areas under rehabilitation, and of
reinforcing local, national and international solidarity.
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6. The participants came to the following recommendations :
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Continue to prioritise efforts to improve living conditions for children, including
rehabilitation initiatives in schools, playgrounds, and other places where children spend a
lot of time, and providing information to children and parents to enable them to take
charge of their own protection.
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. There is a need for a more detailed characterisation of the radiological situation in order to
allow the people in areas under rehabilitation to know where, when and how they are
exposed. In particular there is a need for an easy access to the measurement of foodstuffs
and to dosimetry information so people can more actively manage their internal and
external dose.
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. There is a need for detailed agricultural monitoring to facilitate the identification of clean

products and areas needing active management.
HHRLTWRWEEY L & ICEBAZET DO RE ZRET D720, M7
B2 VI RBETHD,

. Benefit from lessons already learned in Belarus and Norway, and foster research and
experimentation relevant to local conditions for improving the quality of agricultural
products. Call for rapid innovation in the interests of the residents of the areas under
rehabilitation and the population of Japan.
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Build radiological protection culture and practices in the community by supporting the
development of places of dialogue that encourage and facilitate the sharing of information
and experience. This should be based on judgements and local knowledge of residents,
advice from experts, and with the support of NPOs.
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Encourage authorities and experts to develop practical information and support for
distribution including measurements, assistance with interpretation, and advice on day-to-
day actions to reduce and maintain exposures as low as reasonably achievable.
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Maintain and strengthen organized health surveillance and counselling to deal with the
trauma and distress caused by the consequences of the accident.

MR ST AR AR KO, FMS SIS L b7 U~ ERMREIR ISR
DHY ) T OMEFERIET O NETH D,



h. Expand the scope of the Decontamination Information Plaza to all dimensions of the
restoration process and develop a mechanism to support projects proposed by local
communities and residents for improving the living conditions in the areas under
rehabilitation.
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i. Support community expectations that decisions on recovery actions reflect their priorities,
be based on their knowledge of the local context, and support their current and future
interests.
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j.  Continue the Dialogue Initiative to foster mutual understanding and cooperation between
all interested parties and to develop shared evaluations of actions to improve living
conditions in the areas under rehabilitation.
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