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Reflections on Our Hometowns
— Where Do We Come From, and Where Are We Going?
Voices from Fukushima

[Summary of dialogue/%RE & ]

(A)
Some areas are still under evacuation orders, and even in places where people are
allowed to return, basic facilities and transportation accessibility remain limited. As
a result, many residents have not come back. Those who have returned often feel
isolated, with few opportunities to talk with others in daily life. The memories of
the earthquake and the disaster are still vivid for some people , and even 15 years
later they can be easily brought back.
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At the same time, younger generations and people without direct experience of the
disaster are becoming increasingly distant from it. Opportunities to learn about
what happened are decreasing, and there is concern that the uniqueness of each
town and the culture that existed before the accident are fading. Reconstruction
has focused mainly on infrastructure, while aspects of daily life and identity have
become less visible.
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Participants also spoke about divisions within and between communities, such as



those between the central Kawamata and the Yamakiya district,as well as the
difficulties faced in aging communities where transportation options are limited. In
the interim storage facility area located in Futaba and Okuma, the land is scheduled
to be returned to owners in 2045, allowing them to come back. However, around
80 percent of landowners have already sold their land, raising questions about how
the memory of the land and the town can be preserved.
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Some families have endured long periods of separation after their contaminated
houses were demolished. Participant expressed surprise and shock at the national
reactions—particularly in the Tokyo metropolitan area, such as when no one
wanted the decontaminated soil. There were also concerns that efforts to reuse
decontaminated soil could once again create divisions across the country. Many
noted that the burdens and difficulties within communities are not being fully
discussed, and national and prefectural policies often fail to reflect the real impacts
residents experience. Some felt that government policy has shifted too much
toward attracting new settlers, leaving long-time residents and the issues facing the
evacuation zones behind.
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(B)
Amid these challenges, participants expressed a strong wish for the government to
listen more closely to residents’ voices, while also acknowledging that they cannot
simply wait for policy changes. They emphasized the need to remember and



preserve what the towns were like before the accident. The attractiveness of their
hometowns goes beyond reconstruction—it also includes history and culture. They
stressed the need to consider broader opportunities rather than narrow, pinpoint
measures, and to encourage exchanges between different towns. Many felt it is
important to prevent similar accidents in the future and ensure that the next
generation learns from what happened. Some highlighted the need to revitalize
local agriculture, including organic products.
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(©)

Several participants reflected personally on their experiences. Some said they
returned because they wanted to enjoy life in their hometown again. Others shared
regrets, such as not collecting photographs of the town before the accident. One
person described relocating five times in search of suitable housing. Many said that
real, direct conversations like this dialogue are helpful. They also spoke of the many
good things that once existed in their hometowns and the sadness of not having
recorded them.

MADDSMNEIF. BADOREBICOVTEAICIRY R-> TW s, %5 A3,
B TOEFZE ) —ERELATZWER -T2 BR-oTEZEE o7, 72,
ENFIOHOBEEZED RN 2T LR EDRBZEDIAND W, HD AL,
WY ERZRT-DIC 5 AbEmELT-EE T2s ZLDAD, ZORED
OB TINTEENRESENRICIIDEE ST ol £/, H D THIHIC
FELEZLDRVWHD, Z L TENZR\IEL LAV EDHELIITON
THE- 7,



(D)

Participants also proposed practical actions. These included engaging in everyday
activities such as gardening and drinking coffee, learning directly from people who
experienced the disaster, recording the new histories being created, and growing
plants each year. They emphasized focusing on what residents can do and what
kind of life they want to lead. I Listening, sharing information, and building one-
to-one, name-recognizable relationships within the community were seen as
essential. Preserving memory while supporting the people who live there today was
also regarded as crucial. Finally, participants stressed the need to communicate their
real situations clearly to the national government and pointed out that the current
20 mSv criterion for lifting evacuation orders is too high; they felt it should meet a
condition bringing back the radiation levels below 1 mSv.

SME SRRV THLRELZ, A—TZ v/ Pa—tb—28BL o7
HENRES, EXZRBRBRLIALDOEEFRIZE FHLLEONIESLEZ
LT DI BEEYEB CHI LR EDVBEIT N, SELHIZ ER
NESMATESDD, EOLIBREFEEYZWUNICERTH TSI & aif
L7zo BB, BHREHXBL. 32271 OF TCHORZIZBEHREES Z
EDNEETHD, BLWHESTY DD SZZIFEATLWIALLZYR— T
52 ENRAIRTH D EEZ LN, BREIC.(EROEIBZEHICHEICER S
DEWEDTRIN, BERTROEBROBSIREN 20 T ) —_L bWV DI
ST XL ENEEINT, SIFEE, BERLARLA 1 I U —~_L LY
TOKE~NAD > TV EHEHR-ITNEIZEKL TS,

[Excerpts from dialogue/F S ##%]

What challenges do you think your hometown is facing? How do you think they
should be addressed?
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1. There are still areas where people cannot return because evacuation orders remain.
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. While inadequate facilities and limited transportation accessibility remain major
obstacles to returning, there is also a dilemma: because so few people currently
reside in these areas, improving facilities and access often cannot be economically
justified.
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. Although they have returned, some participants have few opportunities to interact
with people in the community and feel isolated.
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. Some affected people do not wish to see things that bring back painful memories
of the disaster.
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. After almost 15 years, younger generations and people without direct experience
have fewer opportunities to learn about the disaster.
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. Pre-disaster culture-including local food specialties such as Okuma's kiwi has
become less visible, while reconstruction efforts have largely focuses on
infrastructure.
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. The uniqueness of the town is being forgotten.
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. While in-migrants to Hamadori are gradually increasing, many people-including
children-remain displaced, and the overall population continues to decline due
mainly to factor of aging.
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. In the interim storage facility area in Okuma and Futaba, which is scheduled to be
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returned in 2045, about 80% of landowners have sold their land, raising concerns
about how the memory of the land can be preserved.
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Before the evacuation, they lived as a nine-member family, but their house was
demolished during the evacuation, and they have since had to live separately from
the younger generation.
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In some places (e.g., Yamakiya), the population is aging and public transportation
is not available.
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Communities feel divided, such as between the central area of Kawamata and
Yamakiya, a part of Kawamata.
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There are burdens and difficulties within the affected communities that are not
being communicated deeply.
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They noted that such candid expressions of dissatisfaction and hardship are
rarely heard locally.
WO BET, FEANHPEHLIAVBONIEEDITLEA LR,

It is a significant concern that newcomers often lack sufficient understanding of
the accumulated experiences of the disaster-affected areas in Hamadori.
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A fading of memory is perceived among generations that did not experience the
disaster.
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17. This year, the reuse of decontaminated soil-such as its use in flowerbeds at the
Prime Minister's Office-was widely reported. Seeing the strong public opposition
to this initiative left some participants shocked, and many felt that such soil would
likely be rejected wherever it was taken in Japan.
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18. Participants were concerned that any community where the reuse of
decontaminated soil is planned will inevitably face internal divisions.

BRELTOBFALFTREI NI HITTYH, LTHBARNICHMAEE 5755
TEEBRLTWD,

19. Residents feel that national and local policies focuses too much on attracting
newcomers, while the needs of long-time residents are being left behind.
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20. Residents questioned whether National and prefectural government truly
understand the real impacts their policies have on people’s lives.
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B. Needs, Hopes, and Expectations/ = — X, #2. HF

21. Participants hope to see more returnees coming back.
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22. Residents hope the government and municipalities will hear their voices, but at
the same time, feel they cannot wait for their changes.
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23. It is Important to preserve the memory of the town as it was before the accident
when considering reconstruction. To do so, it may be necessary to retain certain
buildings as disaster memorial structures.
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One idea expressed was to preserve the interim storage facility as a national park
in order to retain the memory of the accident.
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Reconstruction has focused predominantly on infrastructure, yet greater attention
needs to be paid to the dimensions of daily life and local identity
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Need to consider broader aspect, not only pinpoint solutions.

EYRA Y P RRREL TR, BEVEATEZ ZLENBD B,

Exchanges among communities at the level of residents should also be considered,
without being constrained by administrative boundaries.
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“Seeing is better than hearing”. It is important not to judge the situation based
solely on information obtained in Tokyo or other distant places, but to visit the
affected areas, experience them firsthand, and engage as a member of the
community.
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Residents, including evacuees, should have greater opportunities to participate in
policy decisions, including decommissioning.
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Reconstruction is important, but many participants felt that their experiences and
lessons learned have not been sufficiently valued, raising concerns that these hard-
won insights may be lost. Since government initiatives in this area are limited,
they felt that civil society would have to take the lead.
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Although nuclear power plants are being restarted, participants questioned
whether the lessons from Fukushima are truly being applied.
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It is necessary to prevent this type of accident from happening again.
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The next generation needs to learn from this experience.
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A Participant expressed a wish to ensure that Futaba’s traditional craft of
daruma-making is handed down to younger generations.
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Because decontamination has depleted the soil, cultivating crops again has become
a demanding task.
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Even though their family and others did not return, some individuals chose to
come back because they wanted to enjoy life in their hometown.
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Although they feel the loneliness of having no neighbors nearby, some
participants try to enjoy their current lives as much as possible through activities
such as gardening and drinking coffee.
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38. Regret about not collecting photographs of the hometown before the accident.Z=
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39. One participant had to relocate five times in search of a house that met their needs.
Their original home had been invaded and damaged by wild animals and was
eventually demolished..
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40. It is helpful to have real conversations like this dialogue.
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41. Many good things existed in the hometown, and it feels like a shame not to have
recorded them.

BIBIZIZVWE DA TADHT-DIZ, BEEL TULELDIED 5 7- WAL,

42. The experience of accident in my hometown as a child became the motivation for
me to leave home and choose my current profession.
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43. First step is to ask and learn from people who experienced the accident.
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44. In Akogi, where the evacuation order has not yet been lifted, no new history has
begun. Still, there is a hope to create a sequel to the community's record book in
the future.

BHEHRTA RS N TV B VRTA TR ELH A AELIEL A, B
DFARENED = LN

45. Continue growing plants every year.
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Focus on what residents can do and want to do.
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Think about how to preserve the memory of the town.
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Consider what is an ideal town would look like for people currently living in.
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Listen voices of residents and disseminate the information about the affected areas
widely.
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Build one-to-one relationships in which community members know each other
by name.
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Residents need to convey actual situations to the national and prefectural
government.
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The current criterion for lifting evacuation orders is 20 mSv per year, yet the
government has not provided sufficient explanation about this standard.
Participants expressed a desire for decontamination and the lifting of evacuation
orders in Fukushima to be based on conditions that, as in other parts of Japan,
would bring exposure levels below 1 mSv per year.
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‘To move forward, we must remember what our town once was, learn

from those who lived through the disaster, and keep passing these
memories to the next generation.”
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